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What, then, is to be done! The inquiry is of the
first importance, and the general answer to it is not
Practical difficult.—The causes and nature of the
hints for tJte decay of religion and morals among us
SSfS"^ sufficiently indicate the course, which, on
puwr, in principles of sound policy, it is in the highest
the case of degree expedient for us to pursue* The dis-
temper, °f wllich, as a community', we are
sick, should be considered rather as amoral
than a political malady. How much has this
been forgotten by the disputants of modern times!
and accordingly, how transient may be expected to
be the good effects of the best of their publications !
We should endeavour to tread back our steps.
Every effort should be used to raise the depressed
tone of public morals. This is a duty particularly in-
cumbent on all who are in the higher walks of life ;
and it is impossible not to acknowledge the obliga-
tions, which in this respect we owe as a nation, to those
exalted characters, whom God in his undeserved
mercy to us still suffers to continue on the throne,
and who set to thoir subjects a pattern of decency
and moderation rarely seen in their elevated station.
But every person of rank, and fortune, and abi-
lities, should endeavour in like manner to exhibit a
similar example, and recommend it to the imitation
of the circle in which he moves. It has been the
opinion of some well-meaning people, that by join-
ing, as far as they possibly could with innocence, in
the customs and practices of irreligious men, they
might soften the prejudices too frequently taken up
against religion, of its being an austere, gloomy
service; and thus secure a previous favourable im-
pression against any time, when they might have an
opportunity of explaining or enforcing their senti-
ments. This is always a questionable, and, it is to
be feared, a dangerous policy. Many mischievous

